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We are near waking when we dream that we dream/r We have
here the assurance of Emerson that the longing of a soul is the
prophecy of its fulfilment.
As to the second objection above noted, it is generally supposed
that the idea of Divine Love is unknown to the Indian Veddnta and
that the ideal it presents is too severely abstract to touch the heart
and the imagination.
" Having convinced himself by rigorous logic of his oneness with
Brahma, the Veddntin (says Max MtUler) knows no raptures and no
passionate love for the Deity."
In other words, rapturous devotion (premal bfiaJdi) is said to be
an idea of modem growth.
If the Admitin is taught that he is one with Brahma, if it is also
said, that, among the aims of self-realisation in this life, Universal
Love is one,2 it is obviously wrong to suppose that he has no love for
Brafima, unless one is prepared to say of him that h.e does not love
himself. In fact, unflinching devotion is laid down as one of the
necessary means of acquiring a knowledge of Brahma,3 and of one^
identity4 with It.
But says Professor Upton :—
" Both in Brahminism and Buddhism, man's ethical ideal is
not regarded as a real revelation of the essence and character.
of the Eternal Self; for, in their view, the end of Ethics
is not to realise in increasing fulness a sense of personal rela-
tionship to the Divine Self or  the Father within us, but
either to so fuse the human self with the Eternal Brahma as
to virtually destroy all distinct sense of individual personality,
or else, as in the case of Buddhism, to achieve that total
extinguishing of the desire to live which, appears to be equivalent to
personal annihilation. The tendency of these systems of Hindu
thought is to weaken and efface all personal passions and affections
and so to destroy that distinct consciousness of individuality which.,
1 ' Notes on the Margins,' p. 210.       other objects."
2 See ^Jivan-Mukti-viveka."           4 Ibid. XIII, 11-34    cf.  Swami
3 Bhag. Git. XIII, ll:—"Unflmch- Vivekananda's ft Raja Yoga," pp. 54-55,
ing devotion to Me, by Yoga, without

